December 5, 2025
Dear Colleague,

As we approach the end of the year, there are still plenty of meaningful ways to get involved and
support our local public lands and wildlife. Whether you join us for an upcoming event or hike, or
contribute through one of our year-end giving opportunities, we’re grateful for your continued
support and commitment to Colorado’s wild places.

Mark your Calendar!
Colorado Gives Day is next Tuesday, December 9, 2025

Next Tuesday, December 9, is Colorado Gives
Day. If you're able, please consider making an
early donation or scheduling your donation
to help us maximize the $1million+ Colorado
Gives Day Incentive Fund.

All participating Colorado Gives Day nonprofits
earn a percentage of the fund, so the more we
raise, the more we get!

If you have questions or would like to discuss
A other ways to give, please reach out to us

‘ directly. Help us spread the word about Giving
Tuesday and Colorado Gives day and

Tuesday, December 9th

You can be a part of the Colorado :
statewide giving movement. schedule your gift today!

Nonprofits Night at Manitou Penny Arcade
Friday, December 12, 5:30 - 7:30 PM
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5:30-6:30 PM

6:30-7:30 PM

The GIVE! Friendly
Competition FUNdraiser

at the Historic Manitou Springs Arcade

Friday, December 12,2025

Cheer your GIVE! group on in
friendly competitions in
Horse Derby, Skee-ball,
Basketball & Knock Hockey

Head to neighboring St
Andrew’s Community Center
for refreshments and awards
ceremony

/

as refreshments

Tickets cost $30 & 100% of
your donation benefits the
GIVE! group of your choice

You will get quarters to play Arcade games, as well
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Cheer on your team!

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
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MEDICINE WHEEL
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930 Manitou Ave
Manitou Springs
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Get ready for an unforgettable evening at the Give!
Nonprofit FUNdraiser on Friday, December 12 at
the Historic Manitou Springs Penny Arcade! This
isn't your average fundraiser—it's a high-energy
night of classic arcade games, friendly competition,
and community connection. Participating nonprofits
will compete in a series of “semi-friendly”
tournaments, including Derby Horse Racing, Skee-
ball, Basketball Shooting, and Knock-Hockey.

Event Highlights:
When: Friday, December 12, 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Where: Historic Manitou Springs Penny Arcade,
with an awards ceremony at St. Andrew's
Community Center

Admission: $30 (by Dec 5) or $40 (after Dec 5)—
100% goes directly to your chosen nonprofit!

What's Included:

- Rolls of quarters for arcade games
-Drinks and snacks

- Special offers from local merchants

- Wild Connections board, staff, and volunteers will
be competing in the tournaments—come cheer us
on or challenge us to a friendly match!

Awards and Community Gathering: At approximately 6:30 p.m., attendees will gather at the St. Andrew's
Community Center for a chance to connect, celebrate, and learn more about the causes represented.

Join us for a night where every ticket, every game, and every moment supports the local nonprofits that
strengthen our community. Get your ticket today! And choose Wild Connections when you checkout.
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Winter Solstice Hike at Ecology Park
Family and dog friendly!
Sunday, December 21, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

We hope that you can join us to celebrate this Winter
Solstice with a family and dog friendly hike to Grape
Creek in Cafon City's Ecology Park, an area
managed jointly by the BLM and City of Canon City.

On this easy hike of about 2.5 miles and 200 feet
elevation gain, you will learn about local public lands
designations, challenges and opportunities.

Bring water, lunch, snacks, and clothing and
footwear suitable for the weather conditions. Dogs
must be on leash.

For more information or to register for the hike,
contact John Sztukowski at
john@wildconnections.org or (817).939-4239.
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Wild Connections 2015 Ecology Park public hike atop a
hogback roverlooking Grape Creek. Photo John Sztukowski

Catamount Creek Hike (or Snowshoe)
Saturday, January 10, 10:00 AM - 2:30 PM

This trip to the north side of Pikes Peak will cover
approximately four miles with elevation gain of
approximately 600 feet. The hike will explore Central
Colorado Wilderness Coalition’s candidate Pikes
Peak West Wilderness and an area affected by a
National Forest timber cut and Colorado Springs
Utilities thinning project, while learning their
conservation stories.

Participants should bring lunch, plenty of water and
snacks, clothing suitable for the weather conditions,
and footwear suitable for hiking on snow (cleats or
other boot traction devices strongly recommended in
case of icy conditions). Ski or trekking poles are also
suggested. If snow conditions warrant, we may do
this as a snowshoe hike. Sorry, no dogs allowed.
Maximum 10 participants. The hike is posted on
multiple forums, so space is limited. A carpool or
caravan from Colorado Springs will be arranged.

For details or to sign up, contact Jim Lockhart at 719-
WC 2023 Catamount Creek Hike. Photo Jim Lockhart 385-0045 or jlock@datawest.net.

Public Lands and Wildlife Comment Opportunities

Forest Service proposes Pikes Peak Vegetation Management — This proposal was released on December
3, authorized under "emergency action" (which limits public engagement), to do large scale vegetation
treatments, logging and prescribed fires on approximately 195,000 acres in the Pikes Peak Ranger District
(as well as the Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands). This project has begun public scoping and
has a public comment period open until December 17, 2025. We will be providing talking points once we
analyze the info. Public comments can be submitted here.

CPW Beaver Conservation and Management Strategy — Colorado Parks and Wildlife is working on a draft
strategy that is open for public comment through December 17, 2025. The purpose of this planning effort
is to increase and sustain the prevalence of beaver and beaver-influenced wetlands in suitable habitats for
the benefit of Colorado’s stream and wetland ecosystems and the array of wildlife species that utilize them.
Make your comments on the online feedback form here.

Trump administration seeks to weaken the Endangered Species Act — Last month, the Trump
administration proposed changes to the ESA that would roll back protections for imperiled species and their
habitats. This proposal is open for public comment through December 31, 2025. Comments can be
submitted to permitsR1ES@fws.gov. Find more info in this AP News article.

Trump nominates Steve Pearce for director of BLM — Steve Pearce, a former New Mexico Republican
congressman who has supported selling off public lands, reducing the size of national monuments and
expanding oil and gas drilling on federal lands, is the president's pick to lead the Bureau of Land
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Management. The Wilderness Society has a sign-on letter to tell your senators to oppose Steve Pearce's

nomination!

Join Wild Connections for the 2025 Give! Pikes Peak Campaign!
November 1 - December 31

/ WE ARE A—
~PART OF
THE GIVE! T

CAMPAIGN:

L

The Give! Pikes Peak campaign has begun, and
we're reaching out to you—our dedicated members
and supporters whose unwavering commitment has
fueled our work at Wild Connections for three
decades.

As we celebrate our 30th anniversary, we face a
critical moment in our mission to Keep Colorado
Wild. From now through December 31st, you have a
unique opportunity to amplify your impact through
Give! Pikes Peak. Last year, our amazing supporters
raised $8,000. This year, we're aiming even higher—
we hope to more than double that amount, but we
need your help!

How You Can Make a Difference:

* Visit our Give! page or follow the donate button:
campaign.givepikespeak.org/nonprofit/wild-
connections/

* Make your donation

* Enjoy perks from local businesses as a thank you
for your generosity!

* Double Your Impact: We're thrilled to announce that
donations up to $1,100 will be MATCHED, potentially
doubling your contribution!

Every Gift Counts: Whether it's $10 or $1,000, your contribution brings us closer to our goal. Your support
ensures Colorado's wild spaces and wildlife thrive for generations to come.

Your dedication has made every past victory possible—from safeguarding critical habitats to advocating for
stronger conservation policies. Now, we're asking you to stand with us again as we tackle the challenges

ahead.

Together, we can protect and restore precious wildlands and wildlife habitats across the Pikes Peak Region

and Central Colorado.

WILD CONNECTIONS
PO BOX 3061

Our mailing address has changed!

For all checks and other mailed items, please use the following:

COLORADO SPGS, CO 80934-3061
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From all of us,
John, India, Jim, Alison, Claude and Kristin
Wild Connections Leadership Team

Our Contact Information
*{{Organization Name}}*
*{{Organization Address}}*
*{{Organization Phone}}*
*{{Organization Website}}*

*{{Unsubscribe}}*
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Donate

We recognize our area as the ancestral lands of the Ute,
Cheyenne, Jicarilla Apache, Arapaho and other
indigenous peoples.
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